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CLEVER Newsletter

Dear Partners, Colleagues & Friends, 

we hope you enjoy reading the first issue of our CLEVER Newsletter. It is

designed to keep you posted on project developments, outputs or

thematically related publications, and past as well as upcoming events. It

will become even better and more interesting if you actively share

information about these news items whenever you think others could be

interested. Thanks to Rosa Castañeda and Fernanda Martinelli for making it

happen!

Best regards

Jan Börner (@University of Bonn)

PROJECT UPDATES
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Stakeholder mapping
One of the first tasks and outputs of the CLEVER project was a systematic stakeholder mapping exercise.
The results of the mapping exercise are publicly available on the Zenodo platform. The stakeholder
mapping report and represent trade supply chains of (i) timber and soy in Brazil, (ii) timber in Cameroon,
and (iii) fishmeal and fish oil on a global scale, and their respective flows towards the EU. The addressed
stakeholder groups include biomass producers, processors, traders, retailers, civil society organisations,
certifying bodies, research institutions, and policymakers. Particular attention has been paid to the
involvement of local communities and vulnerable groups directly or indirectly affected by trade.

Mapping an Impact Network for Transformational Change in CLEVER - Stakeholder Mapping Report
Mapping an Impact Network for Transformational Change in CLEVER - Stakeholder Database

Clustering action plan
The clustering action plan workshop held in Brussels on March 17, 2023, brought together representatives
of 11 Horizon Europe-funded projects that focus on transformative change for biodiversity. The workshop
aimed to identify synergies and common areas of work between these projects and facilitate exchanges
between them, policy-makers, and other relevant EU projects and initiatives in the field. The workshop
was part of a broader effort to maximize the impact of selected projects on EU policies and contribute to
the European biodiversity knowledge framework. During the workshop, the participating groups expressed
their interest in collaborating further based on their specific needs.

Evaluating trade regulations in Forest-risk Commodities to
protect biodiversity
Laila Berning and Rafaella Ferraz Ziegert (CLEVER work packages 4 and 5) featured in a poster
exhibition at the Forest Policy Science conference in Freiburg (Forstpolitikwissenschaftstreffen Freiburg),
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sparking interesting discussions around the topics of commodity value chains, mixed policy regulations,
and biodiversity conservation. Find out more about the focus of their research in this CLEVER blogpost.

Data Management in projects: enjoyable or unavoidable?
 

The TRAs (Transdisciplinary Research Areas) of the University of Bonn organized TeRAbytes, an
interactive workshop on strategies for data science and data management. Fernanda Martinelli, from the
CLEVER Coordination team, presented the Data Management Plan expected to be implemented at this
EU-funded project, adapted from the work of Ines Jendritzki. Learn more about it on the CLEVER website.

RESEARCH

New paper: “Hardening corporate accountability in
commodity supply chains under the European Union
Deforestation Regulation”
CLEVER Researchers Laila Berning and Metodi Sotirov (University of Freiburg) analyze the EU
Deforestation Regulation by drawing on accountability scholarship and institutionalist theories of
regulation. The results show that the Regulation aims to enhance corporate accountability mechanisms
through mostly state-based hard regulation of commodity supply chains, reducing the role of market
incentives and private regulation. Read the paper in the Regulation & Governance journal.

New article: “Heavy reliance on private finance alone will
not deliver conservation goals” 
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Katie Kedward, Sophus zu Ermgassen, Josh Ryan-Collins and Sven Wunder address the increasing
reliance on large-scale private finance to fund biodiversity targets, which may affect the conservation
outcomes. Authors propose a critical ongoing role for direct public funding of conservation and public
oversight of private nature-related financial mechanisms. Read the article in the Nature Ecology &
Evolution journal.

Stakeholder Perspectives on EU Policies: Assessing the
Impact on Brazil's Forest Trade
Claudia Azevedo-Ramos and Rayssa Yuki Murakami

NAEA - Center for Advanced Amazonian Studies; Federal University of Pará, Brazil. June 2023.

Interviews conducted by NAEA/UFPA - an associate partner of CLEVER project in WP4 (Theories of
change and policy analysis for public and private value chain interventions) and WP5 (Actor behavior and
leverage points along international value chains) - with various stakeholders in Brasilia, Brazil, during the
last two weeks of May have shed light on the perception regarding the effects of EU’s policies and
agreements aimed at restricting the trade of illegal forest products or those originating from deforestation
on Brazil.

We interviewed representatives from the Ministries, environmental regulatory agencies, diplomats,
Amazon State Government Consortium Forum, NGOs, and Academia. While it is still early to draw
definitive conclusions, the trend in responses indicates a differentiation of perception between
governments and civil society, although both acknowledge limitations in the outcomes of these policies.
Perceptions are also not unanimous within the same group of stakeholders. What appears to be common
among all groups is that the topic is just beginning to be known and discussed by Brazilian society and
currently remains confined within the walls of a few interested parties.

The interviews will continue in the upcoming month of June, engaging different stakeholders, but with a
focus on timber companies and timber export associations from the Brazilian Amazon region.

EVENTS - Save the date!
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Radboud Conference on Earth System Governance
Join the conference in Nijmegen, The Netherlands on 24-26 October 2023. It will take place in-person,
with virtual access and presentations also available. The conference is organized by the Radboud Centre
for Sustainability Challenges (RCSC) and will be part of the University’s celebrations of its 100-year
anniversary. Register here.

International Forest Policy Meeting (IFPM5)
This biannual event will take place on 10-12 April 2024 and will be hosted by the University of Helsinki. It
will address forest and forest-related issues from a social science perspective and bring together scholars
and research from different parts of the world. The call for panels and papers is open. You can submit your
proposal here.

32nd International Conference of Agricultural Economists
(ICAE) - 2024 “Transformation Towards Sustainable Agri-
Food Systems”
The conference will take place on 2-7 August 2024 in New Delhi, India. ICAE 2024 will address urgent
questions on how to make agri-food food systems more sustainable with a particular focus on the
important role of agricultural economists in facing these interdisciplinary challenges. Submit your
contributions here.
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RELATED PROJECTS

Discover this interesting research and innovation project that joins the fight for nature and
biodiversity. Bionext produces new evidence to better understand biodiversity loss and demonstrates how
biodiversity underpins every aspect of life; the water we drink, the food we eat, and our health. Check out
the website and sign up for the newsletter. You can contact BIONEXT’s communication coordinator Maija
Airos at maija.airos@syke.fi.
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