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PROJECT UPDATES

CLEVER Annual Meeting: In-person collaboration as
the secret to catalyse innovation
The II CLEVER Annual Meeting took place last November in Vienna, hosted by the International Institute
for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA). The main goal was to increase the interaction among the Work
Packages and take quick decisive actions on future joint activities. Mission accomplished: now, scenario
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modellers want to consider stakeholders’ perspectives on governance, while biodiversity scientists work
together with economists to combine their data; both with a plan of activities for next year. Read more
here.

Effective stakeholder engagement: Why we believe in
the power of mapping value chain actors and co-
design
Understanding who are involved in each stage of the global biomass value chain is not an easy task. For
the success of stakeholder engagement, however, we believe that stakeholder mapping acts as the
foundation to bring together a wide range of voices, both from exporting and importing countries. Read
more here.
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New EU commodity trade rules and related
challenges for the timber sector – Views from
Cameroon
 
How are different stakeholders reacting to the new, additional requirements of the EUDR? 
CLEVER researcher Mathias Cramm was part of a team set out to explore this question in the context of
the Cameroon-EU timber trade and here are their findings.
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Workshop: Toward compliance with the EU
Deforestation Regulation: Criteria, Tools, and Open
Questions
 
The workshop organized by Bonn.Realis aimed at providing a space for discussion and exchange,
identifying knowledge and capacity gaps to comply with the EUDR as well as opportunities for future
collaboration toward improving supply chain sustainability. The workshop focused on Brazil as a key
supplier to the EU and three specific commodities covered by the EUDR (i.e. beef, soy, and wood). Find
out more here.
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CLEVER featured at the University of Bonn’s
International Days 2023
 
Every year, the University of Bonn in Germany celebrates its international projects and partnerships with
renowned universities around the world at the event called “International Days”. The Vice-Rectorate for
International Affairs invited the PhD candidate Fernanda Martinelli to represent the EU-funded project
CLEVER. Read more here.
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BC3 Researcher Neus Escobar wins Audience Award
at the MSCA Conference Policy Pitch Competition
CLEVER researcher Neus Escobar from BC3, was recognized for her outstanding contribution to the
Policy Pitch Competition at the MSCA Conference 2023, held in conjunction with the Spanish Presidency
of the EU on 14-15 November. Find out more here.

Reflections on the global discussions on biodiversity
and trade
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Clever researcher Fernanda Martinelli from the University of Bonn attended the Sustainable Development
events in NYC, held in the context of the UN General Assembly. Read her impressions on the global
discussions regarding trade and biodiversity, as well as the role of Brazil, in this blog post.

RESEARCH

The coalitional politics of the European Union
Regulation on deforestation-free products

 
This paper written by CLEVER researchers Laila Berning and Metodi Sotirov analyses the belief- and
interest-driven coalitional politics of the new European Union Regulation on deforestation-free products
(EUDR) by applying the Advocacy Coalition Framework and Baptist & Bootlegger Theory. Read it here:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2023.103102   
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Promoting biodiversity conservation and sustainable
policies
 
A recent study published in Nature has analyzed the environmental crisis resulting from the
undervaluation of nature. This publication emphasizes the pivotal role of understanding diverse values
associated with nature when designing policies that promote biodiversity conservation while minimizing
economic and social trade-offs. Find out more here.

UPDATES FROM THE CLUSTER PROJECTS

Unveiling Synergies: Biodiversity and the UN’s
Climate Conference of 2023
Read this BIONEXT blog post on how the COP28 in Dubai reflected nature and biodiversity loss. Written
by Romana Jungwirth Březovská, from the CzechGlobe – Global Change Research Institute of the Czech
Academy of Sciences.

Call for abstracts: BioValue hosts a special session at
the AESOP annual congress
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AESOP 2024 Annual Congress will take place in Paris, on July 8-12, 2024. This year’s main theme,
“GAME CHANGER? Planning for just and sustainable urban regions,” questions the global narrative of
large events and internationalisation strategies, even more so when the ecological transition is at stake.
The special session “Transformative change in spatial planning for biodiversity: insights from innovative
planning policies and practices” is open to spontaneous abstract submission by 9 January 2024.

EVENTS
CLEVER is submitting proposals for organized sessions for these two events:
 

Global Land Program (GLP), 5th Open Science
Meeting
On November 4-8, 2024 the Global Land Programme (GLP) will hold the 5th Open Science Meeting
(OSM) in Oaxaca, Mexico. The GLP is a global interdisciplinary network of science and practice, working
to foster understanding of land systems and the next generation of science-based solutions for local- to
global-scale challenges.
Abstract submission deadline: March 15, 2024. Find out more here.
 

ICAE 2024, International Conference of Agricultural
Economists
The triennial International Conference of Agricultural Economists (ICAE-2024), centred on the theme
“Transformation Towards Sustainable Agri-Food Systems” is scheduled from August 2-7, 2024, in New
Delhi, India. The conference offers a distinctive platform, providing a golden opportunity for the agricultural
academic institutions and researchers to convene in person, exchange knowledge, and actively contribute
to the global agricultural research community.
Paper submission deadline: Jan 15, 2024. Find out more here.

Happy New Year!
Wishing you all the best in 2024.
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