
PROJECT UPDATES

Concerns on the EUDR implementation
increases as the deadline inches closer
The new EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR), set to take effect on December 30, 2024, has been

pointed out as an important turning point in the global fight against deforestation. Read about the four

major challenges stakeholders need to face to effectively implement the EUDR for soybean and beef

supply chains in Brazil. These challenges were the results of a collaborative gathering organized by

CLEVER researchers from the University of Bonn, alongside the Agricultural Policy Dialogue Brazil-

Germany (APD Brasil Alemanha) and the Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais. Following this
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participatory approach, the outcomes were shared at the ‘European Deforestation Regulation (EUDR):

Challenges and Traceability Solutions’ Round Table with the German Federal Ministry of Food and

Agriculture (BMEL) in Brasília, Brazil, in February 2024. Watch the video here.

Insights from the UNCTAD Conference on
Trade and Biodiversity
How are biodiversity and the environment considered in global trade and commerce? One would think this

question has been sufficiently answered, but the core of its debate has only started. International

organizations shared their challenges, opportunities and a call for political will during the United Nations

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). Read the highlights of the discussion in this blog post

by Rafaella Ferraz Ziegert.

CLEVER research represented in Kathmandu
at the IPBES Nexus Assessment’s Third
Author Meeting
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Andrea Pacheco, CLEVER postdoctoral researcher at the University of Bonn, was recently in Kathmandu,

Nepal participating as an author of the upcoming Nexus Assessment of the Intergovernmental Panel for

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) that took place from February 5-11. Find out more about

this important meeting here.

RESEARCH

New publication | Controlling the effects of
sampling bias in biodiversity models
Sampling bias and gaps have a direct influence on the perceived patterns of biodiversity, hence limiting

the ability to make well-informed decisions about biodiversity conservation. This paper by Ubirajara

Oliveira, Britaldo Soares-Filho and Felipe Nunes introduces a novel approach that employs the sampling

effort to minimize the effects of collection bias and gaps in biodiversity models.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/jbi.14851

New publication | Beyond Deforestation
Reductions: Public Disclosure, Land-Use
Change and Commodity Sourcing
Global commodity supply chains contribute significantly to environmental degradation and greenhouse

gas emissions. Improving supply chain transparency can create public awareness and encourage relevant

actors to improve their ecological footprint. This paper by Yannic Damm, Elías Cisneros and Jan Börner

analyses how land users and commodity traders respond to the corresponding reputational risk exposure.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2023.106481

New Rainforest deliverable | Report on co-
produced transformative change pathways for
biodiversity
Newly released deliverable from the RAINFOREST project proposes a set of draft narratives for just and

value explicit pathways to halt or reverse the ongoing global biodiversity decline through transformative

change in the EU food and biomass nexus between climate action, production, trade, consumption, and

human behaviour. The project team very much welcomes feedback on this first milestone! Read it here.  

New publication | Biodiversity, climate change
and energy
We are facing a planetary emergency caused by interdependent biodiversity loss and climate change.

This study by Sona Prakash and Aude Neuville describes the synergies and potential trade-offs in

combating climate change and biodiversity loss, as well as the relevant EU policies and projects.

DOI: 10.2760/755341
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BLOG POSTS and other interesting reads

Our decisions, as consumers, can generate
impacts in very distant places – interview with
Dr. Neus Escobar
In this interesting interview, Dr. Neus Escobar explains the GIFTS project, which aims to inform

consumers’ decisions towards more resilient and sustainable agri-food systems in the context of the

Sustainable Development Goals. Find out more about her award-winning pitch ‘Tracking Chocolate to

Fight Deforestation’ and the collaboration with CLEVER.

TRADE Hub legacy website
The five-year TRADE Hub project is reaching the final stages this spring. The recently launched, updated

TRADE Hub legacy website will continue to be updated for the next 5 years. It contains a comprehensive

list of around 1,000 trade-related outputs developed by the Hub: journal papers, reports, games, films,

short animations, tools, capacity-building materials, and social media blogs.

The UK Research and Innovation’s Global Challenges Research Fund is funding the UKRI GCRF Trade,

Development and the Environment Hub, led by the UN Environment Programme World Conservation
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Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC). This five-year project, funded until 2024, is the first research hub of its

kind – bringing together over 50 organisations from 15 different countries to help make trade sustainable

for people and the planet.

Blog | How is biodiversity influencing and
being influenced by climate, food, water,
energy, transport and health?
Biodiversity has a vital role in food production and consumption, water quality and availability, climate

regulation and mitigation, human and ecosystem health, energy production and means of transportation.

But how does biodiversity actually impact climate, food, water, energy, transport and health and vice

versa? Read this BIONEXT blog post here.

Blog | Unveiling Synergies: Biodiversity and
the UN’s Climate Conference of 2023
With the global climate negotiations progressing, and countries now - for the first time ever! - being called

on to transition away from fossil fuels in energy systems, the role of biodiversity in tackling the climate

crisis is becoming more and more apparent. But how did the COP28 in Dubai reflect nature and

biodiversity loss? Read this BIONEXT blog post here.

Article | From deforestation-free supply chains
to forest conservation
CLEVER Project Coordinator Prof. Jan Börner wrote an article for the newsletter Trendbrief

Agrarwirtschaft about the expected impacts of the EUDR from a scientific perspective.
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Read it here in German.

EVENTS

Narrative Co-design Workshop
6 June, 13:00-14:30 (CEST)

The main goal of this workshop is to co-create common project narratives to effectively communicate

about CLEVER to broader audiences. This workshop is designed to contribute to your co-designed

stakeholder activities with UNEP-WCMP. The narratives from this workshop will also be used in further

CLEVER project communication.

We would like to kindly ask all partner organisations to send at least 1 representative to join us in

this online workshop, organized by the communications team of WP8. Please accept the calendar

invitation sent on 4 April. If you cannot join, please forward this invite to other colleagues in your

organisation who might be able to join.

If there are any questions, please contact Rina (rina.tsubaki@efi.int) and/or Rosa

(rosa.castaneda@efi.int).
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Solution Hack for Journalists
18-19 October, Bologna

As part of WP8, we will organize the Solution Hack for Journalists, a science-media session at the

ClimateArena Conference. This conference will bring together 200 journalists and scientists interested in

fostering evidence-based investigative reporting on climate-related issues through collaboration.

Webinar: "Transforming Finance for
Biodiversity and Climate Action"
26 April, 11.00-12:00 (CEST)

What is needed for the finance sector to meet the urgent short-term needs of nature finance, while

simultaneously initiating longer-term transformations in the finance sector? This webinar organized by the

Transpath project will bring together academics, experts and finance practitioners to discuss potential

strategies for transforming finance, and jointly explore what is needed to amplify and sustain the change.
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More info and registration here.

SURVEYS

Feedback opportunity for Horizon Europe work
programme 2025
The European Commission has just launched a stakeholder feedback opportunity for the Horizon Europe

work programme 2025. The feedback is being collected at the level of the ‘Destinations’ or Missions,

corresponding to the six Horizon Europe clusters, research infrastructures, European innovation

ecosystems, the five EU Missions and cross-cutting activities and the New European Bauhaus facility.

Check out the news article and the surveys. The feedback opportunity closes on 6 May 2024 midday,

CET.

Training Needs Assessment for Students and
Professionals in Deforestation-free Commodity
Supply Chains
This EMMA4EU survey aims to identify the knowledge, skills, and competency gaps of students and

professionals who are/will be involved in the topic of reducing deforestation risk in commodity supply

chains and in the implementation of the EU Deforestation-Free Products Regulation (EUDR). The

identified gaps will help to build a training programme that is better tailored to the needs of students,

professionals, and organisations that constantly seek skilled professionals. Fill out the survey here.

Find our deliverables and publications on the
CLEVER website!
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