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Regulatory politics and hybrid governance: the case
of Brazil’s Amazon Soy Moratorium

This paper, authored by Rafaella Ferraz Ziegert and Metodi Sotirov, delves into the unique hybrid
governance of Brazil's Amazon Soy Moratorium (ASM), a private sector-driven initiative that imposes a
state-like ban on soybean production in the Amazon, exceeding national legal requirements to curb
deforestation. The study seeks to address gaps in understanding the ASM’s alliance-building processes,
its sustained success over nearly two decades, and its potential for replicability in other contexts. By
examining the motivations behind the ASM and the role of public-private collaboration, the authors provide
key insights into this pioneering regulatory model.
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New methodology for modeling biodiversity
developed at UFMG points to new paths for
conservation

CLEVER researchers of the Centre for Remote Sensing of the Federal University of Minas Gerais
(UFMG) have developed an innovative approach for modeling biodiversity with great implications to
biodiversity conservation studies. Led by Ubirajara Oliveira, the study proposes a new methodology that
overcomes the challenges posed by the lack of knowledge about biodiversity in remote areas. Read the
blog_post.
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New Publication on Positive Tipping Points towards
Global Regenerative Systems

The TRANSPATH project has reached a new milestone with the publication of a paper, titled "Positive
Tipping Points Towards Global Regenerative Systems," in Earth System Dynamics. The article builds on
the foundational work outlined in Deliverable D1.1 ‘Conceptual Framework’ and furthers the project's
mission of promoting real-world transformative pathways. Find out more here.

Corporate zero deforestation commitments and
company-internal organizational change

Authored by Mathias Cramm and colleagues, this paper tackles gaps in understanding how companies
implement corporate zero deforestation commitments (ZDCs). Using an organizational change framework,
the study examines how companies adapt internally to establish zero deforestation supply chains.
Through analysis of 48 questionnaires and 49 interviews with stakeholders, the research identifies that
while external pressures drive the adoption of ZDCs, internal organizational changes have been limited.
The findings highlight the need for stronger public governance to enhance the effectiveness of these
private sector initiatives.

POLICY BRIEFS and other interesting reads
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The EU Regulation on Deforestation-free products at
odds with forest conservation in Brazil?

The EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) aims to curb the environmental impacts of EU imports by
enforcing due diligence on products containing forest-risk commodities like beef, cocoa, and soy. This
regulation seeks to ensure these products do not come from recently deforested areas. While the EUDR
is considered a significant step forward, concerns arise about the high compliance costs for all market
players, especially small producers. A new brief report, written by CLEVER researchers and published by
the Agricultural Policy Dialogue Brazil-Germany (APD), explores potential unintended consequences of
the EUDR, using Brazil as a case study and highlighting the need for careful implementation to avoid
negative impacts on forests.
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Blind spots in the EU’s Regulation on Deforestation-
free products

In this correspondence for the Nature Ecology and Evolution journal, CLEVER researchers express

concern that the European Union’s Regulation on Deforestation-free Products (EUDR) may have
unintended consequences when it clashes with existing national policies and value-chain governance
mechanisms in trading partners. Using the example of Brazil, they illustrate and discuss the potential
consequences of the considerable gap between the formal cut-off dates of the EUDR and the Amazon
Soy Moratorium (ASM).
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Is the EUDR working for people and planet? PLANET4B project looks at Dutch-Brazilian beef and soy
trade through the lens of intersectional environmental justice in one of its case studies. Via 20 interviews
on both sides of the supply chain, PLANET4B considers the underlying drivers of environmental injustice,
for humans and non-humans. Read more here.

EVENTS

Forests & Society Towards 2050 - CLEVER at IUFRO

CLEVER researchers attended the IUFRO World Congress in Stockholm from June 24 to 29, 2024. The
event, held every five years, brought together over 4,300 global delegates for 3,500 presentations and
70+ innovations. CLEVER scientists Metodi Sotirov, Laila Berning, and Rafaella Ferraz Ziegert from the
University of Freiburg presented their research on international forest and environmental governance.
Find out more in this blog_post.

From Bonn to New Delhi -

The CLEVER team from the University of Bonn participated in the International Conference of Agricultural
Economics (ICAE). Jan Bérner and Gustavo Magalhaes organized a symposium titled “The New EU
Regulation on Deforestation-Free Products: Bold Move or Toothless Tiger?” The session featured insights

from Eva Boonaert and Janne Bemelmans (KU Leuven), Nelson Villoria (Kansas State University), and
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Stickiness of Soy Traders in Brazil” (work in progress). Additionally, Uyen Tran shared findings from her

study, “Impacts of Non-Tariff Measures in Freshwater Aquaculture Production,” in a session on standards
in agri-food systems. Read more in this blog_post.
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A Collaborative Workshop for building engaging
narratives

On June 6, 2024, the CLEVER project hosted a Narrative Co-design Workshop, led by the European
Forest Institute. Participants from CLEVER, BioValue, BioNext, and PLANET4B collaborated to co-create
a unified narrative that effectively communicates each project's goals and impact. Through small group
sessions, key messages were developed focusing on context, problem, solution, and value proposition.
These narratives will inform a video on the lifecycle of trade products, to be released soon. The workshop
enhanced communication strategies for promoting sustainable economy solutions. Stay tuned for the
video and further updates!
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Arriving at a nature-centered future: reflecting on the
BIONEXT workshop on Transition Pathways

A future where nature and society are thriving together, with biodiversity at the heart of our decisions: how
do we get there? And how can we trigger such transformative change? Read the newest article by
BIONEXT project.

Find our deliverables and publications on the
CLEVER website!
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